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We discover this element here at the psychosocial level, where God
has apparently sent suffering without cause, that is we find here such a no-
exit dependency on an opaque Other, and the response is — as in clinical
masochism — eroticisation of the pain itself.’?
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[There is] an acting out of “female” demand for recognition from the
male Other, God, [...] through an acceptance of, even a desire for, pain.*
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One might, indeed [...] refer to the discourse of martyrdom as an
eroticisation of pain and death.’
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D. Boyarin, Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention of the 3
Jewish Man, Berkeley, Los Angeles and London 1997, p. 114
1150y ,ow

G. Deleuze, “Are Sade and Masoch X7 *IX0;7 127p7 1722 DO XA PA PR Yy .Ov 5
Complementary?”, Masochism: Coldness and Cruelty, New York 1991, pp. 37-46
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Affliction is a marvel of divine technique. It is a simple and ingenious
device, which introduces into the soul of a finite creature the immensity
of force, blind, brutal and cold. The infinite distance, which separates God
from the creature, is entirely concentrated into one point to pierce the soul
in its center. The man to whom such a thing happens has no part in the
operation. He struggles like a butterfly, which is pinned alive into an album.
But through all the horror he can continue to want to love. There is nothing
impossible in that, no obstacle, one might almost say no difficulty. For
the greatest suffering, so long as it does not cause fainting, does not touch
the part of the soul which consents to a right direction [...] He whose soul
remains ever turned in the direction of God while the nail pierces it, finds
himself nailed on to the very center of the universe. It is the true center, it is
not the middle, it is beyond space and time, it is God [...] In this marvelous
dimension, the soul without leaving the place and the instant where the body
to which it is united is situated, can cross the totality of space and time and
come into the very presence of God.”
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